








Migration

From the Near East, around 17 million people have

migrated abroad – an average of 12 per cent of the

population.  Depending on the region of origin,

destinations for working or living abroad may include

France, Germany or the Russian Federation. Equally

significant is the intra-regional mobility of people into

places like countries such as Kuwait and Saudi Arabia,

for instance.  People from the South Caucasus migrate

predominantly to the Russian Federation and Ukraine.

In countries such as Armenia, Albania, and the

republic of Moldova, a third of the population has

migrated abroad. 

Remittances

Nearly US$30 billion are remitted to this region each

year. The top two recipient countries are Turkey and

Lebanon, receiving US$7.5 billion and US$5.5 billion

respectively.  Notably, the impact on per capita income

differs: 3 per cent in Turkey to 30 per cent in Lebanon.

On average, on a country-by-country basis,

remittances equate to 4 per cent of GDP, 13 per cent

of exports and 21 per cent of income per capita. 

Rural Remittances

Many people from the Near East, whether from the

Middle East or the Caucasus, migrate from rural areas

and equally remit to their places of origin.  For

example, 48 per cent of remittances to Georgia go to

rural areas, as do over 60 per cent of remittances to

Azerbaijan.

Market and Financial Access

Money transfers to this region also offer a mix of

players like those found in the Asian region.  Many

corridors for example experience relatively low costs,

as is the case in the Caucasus.  Similarly, migrants

from the Middle East sending remittances from the

Arab oil-exporting countries often go through

inexpensive bank transfers that cost less than 2 per

cent.  However, there is a percentage of migrants who

hand-carry the money upon return to their home

country or on visits, especially if they are returning

from Kuwait or the United Arab Emirates.

In general, financial access in the Near East region is

limited due to the presence of well established

financial institutions and financial intermediation

strategies.  In most countries access is relatively small.

For example, the share of Georgians and Azerbaijanis

with bank accounts is under 15 per cent, and even

lower in rural areas, where the majority of people

come from.
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48 per cent of remittances to

Georgia go to rural areas, as do

over 60 per cent of remittances

to Azerbaijan.



About IFAD

The International Fund for Agricultural Development

(IFAD), a specialized agency of the United Nations, was

established as an international financial institution in

1977 as one of the major outcomes of the 1974

World Food Conference. The Conference was

organized in response to the food crises of the early

1970s that primarily affected the Sahelian countries of

Africa. The conference resolved that "an International

Fund for Agricultural Development should be

established immediately to finance agricultural

development projects primarily for food production in

the developing countries". One of the most important

insights emerging from the conference was that the

causes of food insecurity and famine were not so

much failures in food production, but structural

problems relating to poverty and to the fact that the

majority of the developing world’s poor populations

were concentrated in rural areas. 

IFAD is dedicated to eradicating rural poverty in

developing countries. Seventy-five per cent of the

world's poorest people - 800 million women, children

and men - live in rural areas and depend on

agriculture and related activities for their livelihoods. 

Working with rural poor people, governments,

donors, non-governmental organizations and many

other partners, IFAD focuses on country-specific

solutions, which can involve increasing rural poor

peoples' access to financial services, markets,

technology, land and other natural resources.

For more information, please visit

www.ifad.org
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